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LETTERS OF GENERAL JOHN ARMSTRONG TO 
THOMAS WHARTON, PRESIDENT OF 
PENNSYLVANIA, 1777. 

Camp near Bartholomews, 22nd December, 1777 
Dear Sir : 

General Washington has requested me to write Coun- 
cil, that the same number of Militia may be kept up 
throughout the Winter as are at present in the Field, 
or as thro the course of the campaign. Of these with 
me, I look for a return this morning, but shall not 
detain the Express for it. I take the number to be 
about 1600, and with General Potter, yet in Chester, 4 
or 5 hundred. Of these a considerable number look to 
be free in January. 

I am in doubt, but think my last letter will fully ex- 
plain to the Legislature of this State, altho addressed 
to the representative body, as well as to both branches 
of Government, the much exposed situation of the east- 
ern part of this State, but in a particular manner, the 
extensive Country on this side of the Schuylkill. The 
Winter position of the Continental Army, at what is 
called the Forge, or Valley Hill, Will, we hope, chiefly 
preserve the County of Chester, with several other good 
effects, whilst the attempt for the defence of the Coun- 
ties of Philadelphia and Bucks appears to remain 
chiefly, or rather wholly with the Militia of the State ; 
an effort as laudable as it is arduous, and if attended 
with only a partial degree of success, will be all that 
the most sanguine in reason can expect. 

The Winter arrangements on this side of Schuylkill, 
the General has thought proper, at the same time add- 
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ing his instructions, to commit to me. This I have 
digested in the best manner I can, in order to meet 
his Excellencies' approbation. The essential parts, or 
outlines whereof, are none other than to take a variable 
station on every leading road, betwixt Schuylkill and 
Delaware, the which I find there are the number of 
nine, that may be called capital roads. The General 
service on which can only be to compete with smaller 
parties of the Enemy and prevent any such from reach- 
ing into the County, and intercept the business of mar- 
keting, or any other intercourse of the disaffected with 
the Enemy, as far as circumstances will admit. Stand- 
ing Piquets must be placed on every Eoad, and Patriots 
aided by a few Light Horse to proceed to as near the 
Enemy as may be reasonable. This mode will neces- 
sarily throw the troops into detachments. In that way 
must they be employed, if employed to any purpose at 
all. This method will be subject to its inconveniences, 
particularly feeding the men, changing the Battalions 
when some are free, delivery of Arms, &c, but in a 
choice of difficulties, we have nothing for it, but the 
least. The general arrangements, with particular in- 
structions to the Commander of each Eoad, is all that 
the season will permit me to do. The various move- 
ments and lodgings are already too much for me, and 
severer weather must be at hand. General Potter says 
he can by no means tarry this Winter. And some head 
these people certainly must have very suddenly, else 
all will go to confusion. I had therefore, flattered 
myself that from my letter per Dr. Duffield, a new ap- 
pointment would have been made, and the person ready 
to do duty. A notice of this sort I hope soon to be 
favoured with, and think it already on the road, Having 
the Honour to be, 

Your Excelliencies' most humble Servant, 
John Armstrong. 
To his Ex. Thos. Wharton, Esq., Lancaster. 
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Camp Eastward of Bartholomews, 

30th December, 1777. 
Sir: 

You will readily recollect that the tenor of my last 
letter to Council respected the keeping of the Militia 
of this State up thro the Winter in the same numbers 
as has generally been done through the course of the 
campaign, and that this was the desire of General 
Washington, at whose instance I then wrote. By the 
further reflexion on the matter, and taking into consid- 
eration that both branches of Government might be 
now concerting measures to continue the usual succes- 
sion of the Militia, I have thought it my duty to throw 
off the following hints. Having been now for some 
time on this weak and exposed station, my first 
thoughts were that an effort of security to this part of 
the State, preventing an intercourse with the Enemy, 
or marketing of Philadelphia, &c, would require the 
service of 2000 men habitually throughout the Winter, 
but wish to be rightly understood, that I never imag- 
ined that 2 or 3 thousand men or any number of Militia 
that the State could be supposed to send, would be suf- 
ficient to do that business effectively if the Enemy 
should think proper to oppose them in force. I'm 
however, now rather of opinion that One Thousand on 
this side of Schuylkill might answer all the purposes 
that are to be expected, and render in effect all that 
service to this part of the Country and to the Publick 
that 2000 could possily do. To this 1000 Foot should 
be added about 20 or 30 Light Horse, which latter, per- 
adventure General Washington might contribute. If 
the number mentioned above should be agreed to, the 
Council will readily conceive the great ease to out 
Militia at this severe season, as well as the great saving 
to the Public that must ensue. Whether the General 
expects any of our Militia to be stationed on that side 
of Schuylkill where his Excellency has now taken post, 
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I cannot tell, but shall write to him by this conveyance, 
in order that he may have an early opportunity of cor- 
recting this opinion if he thinks it wrong, or communi- 
cating what line he pleases. At present there are on 
this station about 2000 men, but in the space of 2 days 
Eight Battalions will be free, nor can they be kept an 
hour beyond that time. The residue will also be free 
in a short time, perhaps 10 days, so yet there is danger 
of a chasm. I am about getting some of the less things 
that appear necessary here, and shall, God willing, in 2 
or 3 days begin my journey westward, being already 
half frozen in this frigid zone. I expect General Potter 
will come over and stay a few days longer, at any rate 
shall leave the Adjutant-General to see orders executed 
until some further appointments takes place. 

The bearer, a Light Horseman of Bucks County, has 
by an accident lost his horse in our Service. How is he 
to be paid, I have not been able to assure him, but think 
him entitled, and beg leave to recommend him for that 
purpose. However, ill judged the following may be, at 
a time when I have just been recommending another 
person, I must only say that on being summoned to an 
evening Council at White Marsh, I had a nice young 
horse, with my saddle and Bridle, stole from the Gen- 
eral's door, had him put in General Orders by way of 
advertisement, with every other means of search, but 
to no effect. 31st. General Potter is now here, and 
will remain in command some 10 or 12 days. I have 
heard a good character of a Col. Any. Morris, who at 
present lives near the White Horse, on the Lancaster 
Boad. 

I am Sir, your Excellencies' most 
Obt. Humbl. Servt., 

John Armstrong. 

P. S. The distance and even uncertain residence of 
the Paymaster General has been a matter of frequent 
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complaint, and now I borrow the money I want, as are 
some of the County Pay Masters, as Mr. Edwards tells 
me. 

To his Excellency Thos. Wharton, Esq., President of 
the State of Pennsylvania. 



